
Book Interview with Ms. Wickman 

What book is currently on your nightstand? 

“Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus,” (Dusti Bowling), “Let’s Pretend this Never 

Happened,” (Jenny Lawson), “Eat What You Love, Love What You Eat,” (Michelle May), 

“Dread Nation,” (Justina Ireland), “One for the Murphys,”  (Linda Mullaly Hunt), “The 

Wettest Country in the World,” (Matt Bondurant), “Children of Blood and Bone,” (Tony 

Adeyemi). Though truth be told, all but two of those are in my Kindle (on my nightstand). 

When and where do you most enjoy reading? 

Anywhere, truly--but I tend to read in bed before I go to sleep. Which sometimes has the 

effect of putting me to sleep, which is why I end up reading so slowly. It’s a vicious cycle. 

What was the last truly great book you read? 

I Am Still Alive by Kate Alice Marshall 

Are you a fiction or a nonfiction person? If fiction, do you have a favorite literary genre 

(or what types of nonfiction do you enjoy)? 

Fiction--preferably realistic fiction. But I’m open to a lot of genres. 

Do you have a favorite YA or classic book? 

Favorite YA--The Hunger Games series, if I had to choose.  Favorite standalone YA novel 
this year is The Boy in the Black Suit. Favorite of all time is impossible to choose! 

Favorite Classic--A Wrinkle in Time 

 

 



Paper or e-book? Are you a note-taker? Favorite snack while you read? 

I love paper books, but also really like the convenience of carrying multiple books around on 
my lightweight Kindle. I don’t take notes unless it’s for a club or work. And I usually don’t 
snack while reading, but popcorn if I do! 

What book most influenced you or made the greatest impact in your life? 

The Harry Potter series. I didn’t read them until college, when the first four were out. 
Waiting excitedly for the next books, attending midnight release parties, watching the 
movies--it was (and still is) a cultural phenomenon. I love the themes the book reinforces. 
I’m so devoted that I have a Deathly Hallows tattoo! 

Favorite childhood book or one you wish every child would read? Or perhaps a favorite 

character or hero? 

My favorite as a child was A Wrinkle in Time, but Harry Potter is a must read for everyone! 

What book did you find disappointing or way overrated? You know you were 

"supposed" to love it/appreciate it, but bleh, you didn't. 

The Grapes of Wrath. An entire chapter devoted to a turtle crossing the road?! I couldn’t 
hang. 

If you could meet one writer, dead or alive, who would it be? What would you ask? Have 

you ever written to an author? 

I’d love to meet J. K. Rowling. I know, I’m a nerd. I don’t even know what I would ask her, I 
just want us to be friends. If Twitter counts, then yes, I’ve written to lots of authors! Jason 
Reynolds, Alan Gratz, and Sarah Rees Brennan even responded. 

What do you plan to read as your next quarantine book? 

I have to choose from that stack on my nightstand after I’ve finished the three I’m 
currently reading--probably Dread Nation. 

 
 


